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8 Fuftice is teciprocally due, not 
only between Individuals, but each 
of. i. collective Branch of a Community: 
So in Ours the Woolen Manufacturers have 
a Title to Favour beſides. With theſe Senti- 
ments, and in this Diſpoſition, I fit down to 
review their /a/? Near's Complaints to Parlia- 
ment, occaſioned by Dearneſs of Wool; which 
(faid they) being a Temptation to increaſe the 
Weight, * theſe bad Effects: 1. Ex- 
B 2 


[6] 
ceſſive Marking and Branding with Pitch end 
Tar. 2. Falſe and deceitful Winding. 


The former, a Detriment to Manufacture, 
and Waſte of the Material; of which, thro' 
large Demands for Goode, there had been 
Scarcity to a Degree of Want. 


The latter, a Fraud, and conſequently an 
Injury to the Buyer. 


F or both theſe. certain Remedies then 
propoſed, having not obtained the defired 
Approbation; and the Manufacturers re- 
maining on that Account diſſatisfied; it was 
therefore thought not improper to have the 
Merits of this Affair calmly diſcuſſed in Mri- 
ting. And becauſe WOOL is a Subject. 
on which I had beſtowed much Time and 
Pains in ſome other Regards, I wes for 
that Reaſon deſired, and am more inclined 
to give it a further Conſideration under the 
aforementioned Articles; adding ſome Ob- | 
ſervations on what has 1580 1 al- 
ledged concerning, 


— 


3. Dear- 


„ 


3 Dearneſs and a ſuppoſed Want of 2 
in this — of late Years, 


2 


x Previous whereto, 
. ; ' 


| I am obliged to take Notice, that while 
Manufacturers have been wonderfully agreed 
in their Complaints, there has appeared on 
the Part of Growers, a Diverſity of Opini- 
ons and Deſires; owing to a Difference of 
Cuſtoms as to the Manner of treating Sheep 
and Mool in various Parts of the Kingdom. 
For all which local Ufages the reſpective In- 
habitants have, or think they have their pro- 
per ſubſtantial Reaſons ; and, many of them, 
that their own particular Methods are a per- 
fect Pattern for others. 


But it being difficult, in a 3 im- 
poffible for any one Perſon to be either fal- 
ly informed of thoſe ſeveral Uſages, or to 

judge preciſely about the Reaſons of them; 
or what will ſuit every Place; I ſhall there- 
fore confine myſelf chiefly to Lincolnſhire ; ; 
where I am moſt converſant, and which 1s 


fo eminently intereſted, that a Rule, in theſe 
2 5 uin 


FS} 

Reſpedts, greatly inconvenient for that Coun. | 
ty, is not, in my humble Opinion, wery fit to 
be made the Law of England; eſpecially, 
ſince great Parts of ſeveral other Counties are 
in the ſame Circumſtances, or nearly ſo. 
And in all theſe together, the Wool-Growers, 
with tbeir Principals, are of ſufficient Conſi- 
deration, to merit es Regard from the Le- 
giflature. 


To begin, then, wih the Article of 
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I. Exceſſive Marki ng a moe with 
Pitch and Tar. 


1 thall frſt enquire into the Truth of this 
Charge. 2dly, What are the fitteſt Eupedi- 
ents in regard —_— Jo far as true, 


iſt, The Charge is, that Pitch and Tar 
Marks have been encreaſed and accumulated 

generally, ſince the advanced Price of Wool, 
in order to zncreaſe the Weight of the Fleeces, 
In conſequence whereof (computing by the 
whole Quantity ſuppoſed to grow annually 

in this Kingdom) there has been eſtimated 
no 


[9] 
no leſs than®360,000 L per Ann, Loſs to the 
Public. 

But this (whatever may be the Caſe elſe- 
Where) I ſee no Reaſon to admit in the 
whole, or indeed in any conſiderable Part, 
ſo fat as relates to the County of Lincoln. 
For whereas, formerly, branding a Sheep 
_ there, with Pitch, or Tar, was an univerſal 
Practice, many Growers latterly, underſtand- 
ing how obnoxious thoſe Ingredients are to 
Manufacturers, have wholly diſuſed them ; 
and, in their Place, adopted Ruddle, Oher, 
or the like: So that of Wool without any 
Pitch or Tar-Mark there is no inconſidera- 


ble Quantity grown and ſhorn in bis Coun- 
55. 


But that this new Method of Marking, 
{without the Addition of a Brand) can ſuf- 
fice only in ſome Parts of it, and not in all, 
is owing to their different Circumſtances in 
ſeveral Regards. To inftance in the Marſb- 
Es, one wp FOO, not leſs than Aft y Miles 


— 


* Reaſons, Se. p. 1, = 
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15 10 
in length, and abounding with Sheep that, 
produce the beſt combing Wool ; Paſtures 
there, are not otherwiſe ſeparated than by 
Ditches filled with Water; which, when 
frozen over in hard Weather, become no 
Fence at all; inſomuch that Sheep, of ſeve- 
ral, for Miles together, are liable to be drove 
by a Storm of Snow, and ſo .intermixed» 
that, if not branded, Proprietors (who live, 
many of them, at very diſtant Habitations) 
would not be able to reclaim their own. 
And this Circumſtance alone, tho' it hap- 
pens but at ſome Times, is a conſtant good 
Reaſon for the a | 


eg, not only in 2 Marſhes, 
but in genera], throughout the County, where 

for one Reaſon or another it is judged ne- 

ceflary, Sheep fed conſtantly in Paſtures, and 
from which ariſe the greateſt Quantities of 
Wool, far from Exceſs, are branded very 
ſparingly ; and that almoſt univerſally at 
Sheering only, To do otherwiſe, Growers 
would think a Diſparagement to their Stock 
in Fairs and Markets, as likening them too 
much to thoſe fed, ſome Times at leaſt, on 
Fens and Commons, which are ever leſs eſ- 
teemed, 


( 11 ) 
teemed, on more Accounts than one; and, 
moreover, they know it would be a Diſad- 
vantage to the Sale of their Wool. And, 
thus far, I can with great Confidence ſay, 
for Lincolnſhire, that there is 20 Exceſs, no 
Accumulation of Marb i ing; on the W g 
an Abatement of itt. roma nh 


But, with Reads to Commons, I dare not 
undertake to anſwer in like Manner. In 
ſome of theſe, Sheep are kept in diſtinct 

Flocks; in others, they feed at large. And, 
of the former, nearly circumſtanced alike, 
ſome are found to be branded, if not oftener, 
yet with larger Brands than others; conſe- 
quently; it may be imagined, more than is 
abſolutely needful ; notwithſtanding which, 
even in Inſtances of this Kind, upon En- 
quiry, I have been informed, that it was ra- 
ther from an Adherence to old Cuſtoms, 

than a new Practice. i 


/ 


And where, of all Places, Branding i is moſt 
uſed, there, is a real Neceſſity for it in ſome 
conſiderable Degree, tor the following ow 
ſons: 24 VOY 


Bu 5 Fi, 
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Firſt, In depaſturing promiſcuouſly on very 
wide extended Fens and Commons, where a 
vaſt Number of Proprietors, from many dif- 

ferent Pariſhes and Towns have equal Right, 
for the Sake of being able to diſtinguiſh 
their own in the ordinary Courſe of Shep- 
herding. 


Secondly, To deſcribe them occaſionally ; ; 
2. e. in caſe of their Straying, or being chaf- 
ed em their Ground, or ſtolen; 


Of this laſt there is ever moſt 1 
where is greateſt Poſſibility of the former; 
becauſe of thoſe Circumſtances, Rogues take 
Advantage, before Owners can ſatisfy them- 
ſelves, or almoſt ſuſpect that their Sheep 
wanting, are not chaſed by Accident from 
their wonted * or Strayed. but 
Stolen. 


And this ſtrongeſt of all Reaſons, for 
Branding in a very conſpicuous Manner, 
holds alſo for repeating it oftener than o- 
therwiſe would be neceſſary; in which, tho? 
the Practice is not uniform, yet is it by 
Perſons 


[ 23 ] 
Perſons who have known the Country ma- 
ny Years, judged to be, for the nuſt Part, 


according to antient Cuſtom, and not a no- 


vel Uſage, by Reaſon of the advanced Price 


of Wool. 


They 3 indeed, that the Buyers can- 


not know the preciſe Quantity of Pitch and 


Tar contained in every Parcel; but ſay, that 

beſides what their own Eyes may tell them, 

they cannot but know, both from the Kind 

of Wool, and Country where grown, whe- 
ther it partakes of the greater or leſſer Por- 
tion of e 


E Brands, they confeſs, are repeated; but 


not generally ; nor often, if at all ; except 


upon a Change of Property that makes it ne- 


ceflary ; or when the old ones are too far 
end. to diſtinguiſh the 8 85 ; 


And notwithiinading that this laſt will, 
perhaps, be called Pretence only; yet the 


fame Perſons aſſure us, that to act otherwiſe 


| would, in the very Reſpect for which fuch 
Repetition is ſaid to be intended, produce ei- 


ber none, or a contrary Effect; for that the 
prime 


(14) 
prime Coſt of Pitch and Tar, the Waſte 
thereof incurred, and the Value of the, La- 
bour beſtowed towards and in doing it, with 
that farther Waſte, which Time, after it is 
done, occaſions before Sheering, being put 
in one Scale, and the Price of /o much Wool 
in the other; the former would go near, at 
leaſt, to balance the latter, if it did not Pre- 
Ponderate. 1180 | 


And therefore, tho' they will not take up- 
on them to affirm, that the Manufacturers 
Charge of Annoyance. on this Head, is in no 
Shape or Inſtance true, yet do they deny it 
in that particular Form and general Manner 
it has been laid; being clearly of Opinion, 
that, upon the whole; the moſt, and worſt 
to be obſerved of this Kind; muſt be con- 
ſtrued as done, howſoever injudiciouſly, yet 
chiefly out of an abundant Caution; rather 
with a View of inſuring e than for 
the other Reaſon aſſigned. | 


But this 5 che „ be- 
fides, only ſhewing, ſo far as relates to Lin- 
colnſhire, that the Charge of accumulated 
Marking does not hold, either in its full 

Extent, 


Coy” 
Extent, or generally, or to any Degree 
throughout ; very far from it. Thence it 
does not follow that there are not wanting 
_ 6ertain Regulations even in 2h County: It 
being by no means a Conſequence, becauſe 
Abuſes are not altogether the ſame as repre- 
ſented, that therefore there are none at all; 
or none worthy of Redreſs. On the con- 
trary, I think there is ſufficient Matter to re- 
quire it in this Caſe of Marking and Bran- 
ding ; and indeed vaſtly more than I ap- 
prehended, before my Notice was particu- 
larly excited by the late Remonſtrances of 
Manufacturers againſt it. I mean chiefly 
injudicious Branding; which I obſerve to be 
ſurpriſingly great and frequent too, 7. e. up- 
on very improper Parts of the Fleece ; and 
which the Complainants had no Need to 
have imputed to a ſordid Avarice or Fraud 
in the Growers ; for granting it to be nere 
Folly, it is not leſs injurious, nor leſs a fit 
Object of Prevention by Law, According- 
ly, from whatever Motive proceeding, bis 
Evil not only merits a Remedy, but hath in 
my Opinion, a competent, and very eaſy 
one; which I ſhall W the Liberty of men- 
Honing. 

But, 
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But, firſt, having gone ſome Length, and 
without ſtraining a ſingle Point, in denying 
the Charge of exceſſfve Marking, for any 
Reaſon whatſoever, as a general Practice in 
Lincolnſhire, T ſhall obſerve ſomewhat for 
the Veracity, nevertheleſs, of thoſe Manu- 
facturers who ſpoke before the Honourable 
Committee, with Regard to this County; 
whoſe Teſtimony tho' I have, in one View, 
| diſcredited ; yet, to do them Juſtice, I ad- 
mit the Truth of it in another : So that in 
the End; we ſhall be found to differ chief- 


ly, in accounting for the ſame Thing, diffe- 
rent Ways. 


It was one of their Poſitions, © that more 
*© Pitch and Tar had been uſed in Branding 
*© Sheep,* for Seven Years paſt, than for- 
8 merly.“ And this, though true, yet, 1 


think, is to be accounted for, 1 in the main, 
as follows: 


„ "Re ** 


— 


Kepert, p. 17, 19. 


CW. 


There had 6 within the Period men- 
tioned, 4 great Tucreaſe of Sheep; and by 
far the greateſt, on Fens, and other Com- 
mons, through a Series of dry Summers, 
and ſome very favourable Winters, And 
ſuch being Places, where is moſt Reaſon for 
Branding, tis no Wonder, that upon a Me- 
dium, Manufacturers had found more Waſte 
of this Kind, than at ſome Time foregone, 


when Sheep / depaſtured, were fewer in 
| TIO: 


| Further, theſe Commons, and Fens, are 
(beyond what is the Caſe of Paſtures} li- 
able to Rots,* ſuch as ſweep away in a Man- 
ner the whole Stock of Sheep there. After 
which they are, at firſt, but ſcantily reple- 


* Nothing of this having happened for twelve Years 
| ſucceſſively ; while in about thirty preceding 1 can rec- 
hon up ten ſeveral Rots at the feweſt ; ſome of them 
indeed more general than others ; in which, though in- 
numerable Paſtures ſhared in the Loſs, yet were not 
they upon the whole ſo much and ſo often ffectad, as 
Fens and other Commons. 


niſhed 


[18 ] = 
niſhed, and, in a great Meaſure, with quite 
other Kinds of Sheep, from dry Foreſts, 
and barren, mountainous, or hilly Parts of 
the Kingdom ; which Sheep afford a diffe- 
ment Wool from what theſe Pens and Com- 
mons have produced of late Vears.“ But 
they being raturally good Land; apt to 
produce Wool ; and Stock-Maſters, in or- 
der to change che Breed, providing them- 
ſelves with proper Rams; by theſe Means 
the Staple is improved in a few Years, 
from ſhort Clothing, to long Combing Wool ; 
not to be diſtinguiſhed from much grown 
in Paſtures, otherwiſe than by Marks and 
Brands ; 'which, for Reaſons already g- 
ven, are indiſpenſably neceſſary. This is 
one Way of accounting for more Waſte, 
by Pitch and Tar, from Combing Wool eſpe- 
cially, of late Years, than at certain Times 
heretofore 


- Moreover (which - makes: ſtill more for 
the Teſtimony given on this Head, even 
in Regard to ſome Paſture Mool, the very 
beſt) ſuch had been dry parching Seaſons 
of ſeveral Summers ſucceſſively, within the 


Period witneſſed, that, I am well aſſured, 
many 


| [ 19 ] 

many Graſiers, renting Sheep- Paſtures of 
the higheſt Value per Acre, with Right of 
Common, in Reſpe& of their Townſhips, 
upon very large Fens, had, not becauſe the 
fame were firm and fruitful, but merely for 
want of Paſturage, much againſt their In- 
clinations, been obliged to drive down al- 
' moſt their whole choice Stock of Sheep to 
the, loweſt Parts of thoſe Fens (at other Sea- 
ſons under Water) and there to keep them 
for ſeveral Months, till by Rains falling, their 
Paſtures became fit to receive them back. 
And on theſe: Occaſions * it has been held 


_— 


=. p likewiſe on wr that are þ milar ; 3 which Fi 
Means of dry Seaſons, for one Cauſe, and on Account 
bf the Diſtemper among Cattle obliging to new Me- 
thods, for another, have obtained latterly more than 
uſual. And theſe Things 1 have choſe to mention ; being 
informed that Two at leaft of the Four Manufacturers, 
who gave their Teſtimony in regard to this County, are 
furniſhed with much Wool from that particular Angle of 
it, to which I have here alluded. And here 1 -think it but 
Tuftice to obſerve further, for Lincolnſhire, on- this 
Head, as likewiſe Nottinghamſhire and Yorkſhire, that 
4 Third Evidence touching the Paſture, or Combing 
Wools thereof, has confined his Complaints only to the 


Article of Inwinding, without a ſingle Mord of Pitch 


og Tar Marks. (See Report, pag. 15, 16. Mr John 
uſtler.) : , - | 
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(20). 
a Matter of Neceflity always, to give a 
Brand extraordinary. And 1 do imagine it 
muſt have been from Obſervations to be 
made of this Kind, that Manfacturers, not 
knowing, or at leaſt not conſidering the 
Cauſe, have formed a wrong Concluſion about 
ſome Paſture Wool. For though in this laſt 
Caſe there was properly an accumulated 
Marking, yet, in the whole, not fruly ex- 
_ ceſſrue ; nor was it for the Sake of increaſing 
the Weight of the, Fleece, A Waſte hereby 
there was, but not a voluntary one ; for that 
it is highly proper to avoid; eſpecially, if, 
as it hath been ſuggeſted, the Nation is lia- 
ble to a Want of Wool. And it is a ſtronget 
Reaſon for ufing P:zch and Tar in the moſt 
ſparing and prudent Manner that is poſſi- 
ble, fince in their Conſequences they are 
found ſo detrimental to Goods manufactured. 
11 inquire then 


2dly, What are the fitteſt Epe, in 
Regard thereof ES 


The Detriment hereby to Manufacture, is 

in Part attributed to the Finding up of thoſe 

Marks in the Fleece: Wherefore it hath 
been 


(21) 
been propoſed that Growers ſhould clip therk 
— And on this Head it has been hoped, 
* that an Apprehenſion of its ſubjecting 
[them] to any trifling Trouble or In- 
40 convenience, will not be deemed a ſaf- 
« ficient Argument againſt it.“ Which 
undoubtedly it ſhould not; providing ne- 
. vertheleſs that thoſe mentioged* for . ſuch, 
are indeed not conſiderable, but trifling. 


However, before we examine theſe fully, 


let us ſee how likely are the Means propc- 
| fed, to obtain the End wanted; which is, 
to avoid Tar Spots, ſave Exponce, and 
** 


| According to Ps Practice, ſome Part 
of the Mark (it ſeems) © eſcapes the ſtrict- 
* eft Search and Notice of Manufactu- 
* i» that © being wrought up in 


* Goods, they are ſtained and damaged.” | 
Hereupon, I obſerve, it is not the groſſer, 


and more viſible Parts that do his Hurt, 
but the ſmaller and leſs perceivable. If then 
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[22] 
theſe Marks are to be clipped off, before 


winding ; by whom muſt that Operation, 


e ee ſpeaking, or at leaſt very often, 
be performed? Not by the Owner of the 
Sheep, or by the Perſons who affixed the 


Brands, but by the Sheerers or Wookwinder, 


which Servants are not likely to uſe equal 
Care, or indeed to have the ſame skill in 
this Work, with the profeſſed Manufac- 
turer. THEy will be apt, thro' Haſte or 
E:norance, either to take off too much of 
the Wool, and thereby increaſe, inſtead of 


leſſening the Waſte ; or to leave ſome Part 


of the Mark, chough not very perceivable, 
And what ſhall be /o left, will be poſſible 


Matter for Diſpute and Strife; and, in that 


Caſe, a very great Inconvenience : Alſo it 


will be more likely to eſcape the manufac- 


turing Searcher's Notice; as in Courſe it 


will; and if Expence is to be ſaved in that 


Article, mu? become leſs ſtrict under this 
Regulation, than in the preſent State of 


Things : And thus Manufacture 'would not 


be leſs liable to Stain and Damage than be- 
fore. 


But 


( 23 ) 


But whereas, on the other hand, a great 
Share of the preſent Inconvenience is ſaid 
to ariſe from this Marking being broke and 
. * ſeparated by the Force uſed in Winding ; and 
a great Part of the Remedy propoſed, by 
obliging to clip it off before Winding, is 
expected from Growers not branding more 
than is abſolutely neceflary : I think it is 
very eaſy to ſhew how the one may be pre- 
vented, and the other effefFed, without i in- 
Joinja g this particular Meaſure. | 


As to Trouble or Expence alledged, and 
Waſte ; granting that whoever hath the 
ſame (whether it is the Grower or laſt Buy- 
er) will be paid for it: [nconventence is the 
Thing principally to be regarded; and here 
(beſides what hath been already mentioned, 
of poſſible Diſputes about its being done 
perfectly, or not) is to be conſidered, how 
far it. might be an JIncouragement and a 
Screen to Sheep-ſtealers. A Propenſity to 
this Crime, we may remember, induced 
the Legiſlature, not many Years fince, to 
make the Puniſhment of it Capital. By a- 
ny Means, therefore, to increaſe ſuch Pro- 
„ penſity, 


( 24 ) 
penſity, would be, in ſome Meaſure, to de- 
feat the Intention of ibat Law, 


It has been complained of to Parliament, 
and ſo refoived, © That great Abuſes are 
* practiled in the Winding up-of Wool for 
« Sale, by wrapping up in the Fleeces, 
“ Dirt, Dung, Sand, and other Rubbiſh, 
« to increaſe the Weight.”* And who 

that are capable of practiſing ſuch enormous 
Deceits, would ſcruple the Villainy of Sheep- 
fiealing too, if they could do it under like 
Coverture, and with an equal Chance of Im- 


punity ? 


Let me ſuppoſe a Caſe not unſrequent, + 
of an honeſt Sheep Owner miſting a Part of 
his Flock, when the Time of Sheering is 
near at Hand; who ſuſpecting the ſame to 
be ſtolen, goes in Queſt of them, and af- 
ter much tracing, finds certain Sheep newly. 
ſhorn, which, from ſeveral Tokens, he has 


— 


* Report, p. 22. 
| + By not unfrequent, I mean that of Sheep- -ſtealing ; 
not of diſcovering the Thief in ſuch Caſe 3 for that is no- 
thing ſo frequent; although there is ſeldom a County 
Aſſize, without one or mere being convicted of this 


Crime. = 
| Reaſon 
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Reaſon to think his own, is morally per- 


ſwaded that they are; but as a cautious Per- 


ſon does not chuſe to ſwear it poſitively, 
without ſome concurrent Proofs — he ob- 
tains a Warrant therefore from a Juſtice of 
the Peace, to ſ:arch, where he ſuſpects, for 
the Wool; and having firſt deſcribed his 
own Marks, goes along with the Conſtable ; 
and finding ſuch Fleeces as he judges his 
Sheep capable of having produced 
upon examining the ſame, is Marks appear, 
then that becomes plain and clear to him- 
ſelf and others, which before was ſomewhat 
doubtful —— OR, if it be found that the 
Marking or Brands have been clipped off 
from Parts before deſcribed (for that, I am 


told, is a Matter, generally ſpeaking, to be 


are in ſuch Caſe, the Perſon in whoſe 


Cuſtody the Fleec=s are found, is in a 


Manner, ſelf-condemned, — Nay, accord- 
ing to what the preſent Uſage is, if Traces 


of Marking /o clipped off, ſhould appear, 


tho' on different Parts of Fleeces from thoſe 


which had been deſcribed ; fill the Perſon 


claiming Property in thoſe Fleeces, would 
ſaffer in the Opinion. of his Neighbonrs, as 


2 Sheep Healer; although not of thoſe par- 
ticular 
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ticular Sheep, in Reference to which the 


Search was made: x While, upon the Foot 


of the propoſed © Regulation, every Stealer 
of Sheep, provided he once gets them ſhorn, 
would, ſo far, be in equal Caſe with the ho- 
neſt Man who buys or breeds 1s. 


To convince the Reader that I have 
not been ſuppoſing an Improbability, I ſhall 
give an Inſtance of a Perſon, in one Night, 


but a few Years fince, ſtealing from two 


contiguous Pariſhes, about one + hundred 


good Sheep, newly waſhed in order for 


Sheering ; and driving them to his own Ha- 
bitation, at the Diſtance of ten or twelve 
Miles ; for which Fa& he ſuffered Death 


at Lincoln, He had not indeed ſhorn them; 


but was preparing to do it; and would 
have executed his Defign, had he not been 


* For thus it often happens to Perſons of a ſuſpicious 

Character, that they are detected of ſome other Villainy, 
than is the immediate Cauſe of a Search Warrant. 
+ In which Number, though belonging to ſeveral Per- 
fons, was included almoſt the whole Flock of one induf- 
trious ſmall Farmer ; by which wy was _ the Point 
of —_ utterly ruined, 


apprehended 


(27) 
apprehended the Day before. And if he had 

ſhorn them, *tis great Odds whether the 
Sheep could have been challenged, without 
| ſome Aid from the Fleeces. That he was 
detected, ſo ſoon at leaſt, was owing to the 
uncommon Number he had taken ; which 
giving greater Alarm to the Gem quic- 
kened their Inquiries and Purſuit ; and ren- 
dering him more readily ſuſpected, contri- 
buted not a little to his Diſcovery in the 
very Nick of Time. And, notwithſtanding | 
he had not ſborn them; yet, provided he had 
got the Marks and Brands clipped off, in 
conſequence of 4 Law, by which the ſame 
had become frequent and commendable, tis 
very poſſible, in ſuch Caſe, that the Ow- 
ners might not have found them ; becauſe of 
Ioſt Sheep a primary Characteriſtic is, the 
Marking; which being amoved, other leſſer 
Tokens of Diſtinction have a Chance to be 
over-looked. — Nay, in a leſſer Number, 
which is more frequently the Caſe, this 


would be very likely to happen. 


And this may ſuffice to ſhew how practi- 
cable, in ſome particular Places eſpecially, at 


ſo critical a Conjuncture (between, or any 
| Thing - 
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Thing near the Time of Waſhing 0 
Sheering) is the Crime of Sheep-/tealing ; 
likewiſe the Poſſibility of making it more 
% And as it is no //zght Inconvenience, or 
irifling Trouble, with Expence beſides, that 


- an honeſt Perſon is liable to ſuſtain in that 


Caſe : So, without a better Proſpect of the 
deſired Advantage from clipping off the 
Marks, than to me appears, I think, a Step 
of that Nature and Tendency, ſhould not be 
taken, However, this being certainly one 
principal Objection, I leave it to be well 
conſidered ; deſiring to obſerve further, that 
though we know what is the preſent State 
of the Kingdom in Regard to Sheep-/tealing, 
yet there is no ſaying how far it might be 
extended under any new Circumſtance 2 
ſhould remarkably favpur it. 


And this is in a Degree, like that of re- 
moving Land. marks, It would certainly be 
an Opening for Thieves; of which, as poſ- 
ſibly they might take Advantage, ſo not im- 
probably, or rather 79/7 probably they would. 
The Policy of it may be compared, in ſome 
Sort, to a Perſon's keeping his Caſh under a 
ſtrong Lock ; but otherwiſe ſa ill ſecured, 
that 


[ 29 ] 
that an artful wicked Servant hath it in | his 
Power, at certain Opportunities, to extract 
one Piece after another, without Diſcovery, 
unleſs taken in the Fact. For as one Piece 
of Money is like another of the ſame Kind, 
{o, very often, is one new-ſhorn Sheep ; and 
A Fleece, with the Marks clipped off, is al- 
. ways too like ſome other under the ſame 
Circumſtances, to be challenged at all. — 
Nay, two unſborn Sheep, with the Marks 


clipped off, are frequently too much alike to 


be readily diſtinguiſhed So that inſtead 
of obliging Growers to this, I rather think 


they ſhould not be permitted; however 


not encouraged to do it. For, harmleſs as 
the Expedient might be in a Multitude of 
Inſtances, inſomuch as to have 20 ill Conſe- 
ſequence for the more Part, in one View ; 
and although in another, it ſhould have_/ome 


good and uſeful Effect; yet cannot that be 


deemed a reaſonable Inſtitution of this Kind, 
which does not ſufficiently reſpect thoſe par- 
ticular Tracts of Country (J mean the ſpaci- 
ous Fens and Commons of Lincolnſhire eſpe- 


cially) which, as Places where Branding is 


moſt uſed, and where indeed, beyond all o- 
thers, it is moſt neceſſary, are conſequently 
the 
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EEE. 
the chief Objects of a Law for regulating 
that Uſage ; and therefore ought to be prin- 
cipally conſidered in it. Now of theſe Fens 
and Commons particularly, I will be bold to 
fay, that obliging Growers to clip out ALL 
Pitch and Tar-Marks, is, in Effect, to forbid 
the Uſe of them, notwithſtanding their allow- | 
ed Needfulneſs, both for 4: funguſhing and 
ſecuring Property. 


But why do I ſay, allorved Needfulneſs ? 
ſince that is a Matter controverted, and the 
 Suppos d Neceſſity repreſented at the beſt, as 
a mere YVulgariſm of the Enghſh ; to whom 
it is recommended in this Caſe to learn ſheer 
Senſe from the School of Ireland, where (we 
are told) notwithſtanding the vaſt open 
Tracts of Country, Pitch and Tar for the 
Purpoſe of marking Sheep, are not uſed at 
all, or but very little. Now whether thus 
much is gratis didtum, or not, is neither ve- 
ry eaſy to be known, nor very material. 
For if Example in one Place, were a certain 
fit Rule for another, this Recourſe to the 
Iriſh would not be neceſſary ; becauſe there 
are Inſtances ſufficient in England, of Sheep, 
either not marked at all with Pitch and Tar, 
or 


. 


(ET 

or but very little; and that too in open Tracts 
of Country, But beſides, and beyond this, 

\ there is a Circumſtance to be obſerved, 
which in ſtating the Affair, hath been either 
over-looked or omitted; namely, that of 
promiſcuous Depaſturage, on Commons in En- 
gland, which are very numerous and vaſtly 

| extenſive ; where a Multitude of different 
Owners bried* and feed their Sheep together. 
And TH1s is the grand Reaſon, and an in- 
a1ſpenſable one, for branding with Pitch and 
Tar, in order to 41 Ainguiſb one Man's Pro- 
perty from anothers; the ſame being ſo in- 
termixt, that without THIS MARKING, or 
ſome equivalent Compoſition not yet invented, 
there could be neee but Confuſion and 
WADE 


Yet ſtill nid J hear it ſaid; admit- 
ting the Neceflity, in certain Places, and in 
ſome Degree, of uſing Pitch and Tar Marks, 

why ſhould not the Grower be obliged to 
clip them off, ſince the ſo doing ſeems a Re- 
medy quite natural and eaſy ? OR if that 

is not the proper Expedient ; what is? 


\ 


I an- 


(32) 


I anſwer, ½, (beſides the bad Conſe- 
quences already urged, from giving general- 
ly into ſuch a Practice) This in the whole 
is dt eaſy; but the Reverſe; and, (more 
than that) zmpoible. There is, its true, no 
Difficulty in clipping off a Brand that is re- 
cent enough to be conſpicuous, And I do ob- 
ſerve, that every Advocate for this Meaſure 
ajfetts to ſpeak of it, as if ALL of them 
were ſo at the Time of Sheering. And to 
clip off /uch, it muſt be confeſſed, would 
to a Sheep-ſtealer, be extremely convenient, 
provided he could do it without incurring 
the leaſt Suſpicion. Bur, except on Fens 
and other Commons, there are comparatively 
very few Brands on Sheep recent, or in any 
Degree conſpicuous at the Time of ſheering, 
And IF, as is far from being unuſual, for 
divers Reaſons, there ſhall have been, with- 
in the Courſe of a Year; MORE than 
ONE upon the ſame Sheep, at d:fferent 
Times, by different Owners ; SOME ot them 
will be ſo little diſcernable, as to make it, I 
think I may ſay, inipeſſible for any other than 
a Perſon, whoſe Province it ſhall be to 

| break 
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Brent the Fleece and ſearch the Wool (in 


a very good Light) to clip the fame out * {6 
perfectly, as either to anſwer fully the Pur- 
poſes of Manufacture, or to avoid all Oc- 
daſion of Cavil and Diſpute. between the 
Grower, and wager: | ö 


I think, I may well call it an 2 2 
for Growers (as is propoſed to be required 
of them) to free the Fleece entirely from 
Pitch and Tar; to make the ſame (in 


MS = _ © 


* 


Aud here Note, that altho Jag Waſte is certainly 
incurred, even by the Remains of obliterated Brands, 1 
yet is not the Weight of the Fleece thereby ſcarce at all in- 1 
creaſed. And indeed Growers beſides, branding Sheep on 
particular Occaſions, which they purpoſe not to ſheer : 

This may tell Manufacturers that hawever certain they 
are of increaſed Waſte by Marking, they may ſometimes 
at leaſt miſtake in aſſigning the Reaſons of it. On the 
other Hand, it is a Leſſon for Growers to avoid brand- 
ing, fo far as poſſi bly they can; fince it is a Means of | 
ſpoiling, and in courſe waſting ſome Mool; and as it 
may happen, without gaining any Thing in Weight, but 
in Fact loſing ; becauſe for all experienced, and con- 
fequently thenceforth expetted Wafjte, Manufacturers 
will, and juſtly may conſider themſelves, as they do for 
I or any other Expence incident to the Buſineſs. 


1 8 that 15 


[ 34 ] : 
that Reſpet) 7horoughly clean and neat u 
fince we have been told it is © apt to eſcape 
© the ſtricteſt Search and Notice of Manu- 
« facturers themſelves.” And why ? Be- 
cauſe it is often diſſipated, or expanded, 
undertainly. Which laſt, eſpecially would 
be the very Caſe, of o/d Marks, of Brands 
unrecent and obliterated, with a vaſt Num- 
ber of Sheep Owners, at the Time of 
Sheering. For here, inſtead of that partial 
reaſoning which hath been handed about 
upon this Topic, as if Circumſtances were 
in every Inſtance the ſame ; or as if dif- 
ferent ones made no Alteration in the Na- 
ture and Reaſon of the Thing, it is ne- 
ceſſary to conſider that the Surface of a 
Sheep, new ſhorn (when commonly they 
are branded, if at any Time) is very ſmall, 
compared with the ſame, in a full grown 
Fleece; that, of a Lamb in June, it is far 
leſs than what it will be, twelve Months 
after ; and, of any growing Sheep, is great- 
ly increaſed, between the Time of its be- 


——— 
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E 
ing new ſhorn, and the next Sheering; 
alſo, of every One that is full grown, but 
lean, when ſhorn and branded, after it 
| hath been a Year in fattening. Suppoſe 
then, a Pitch-brand upon each of theſe in 
June; which at the Firſt is one connected 
Mark, like a Seal of Wax: In ſuch Caſe, 
the Carcaſe and the Wool both, growing; 
and theſe Marks riſing with the Extremities 
of the Fleece that is expanding continually 
to a larger Surface, they are, from their 
united State, diſtended and divided into 
Parts, more and more; of which, the 
Weather wearing and waſting them all; 
taking off ſome ; and Accidents, ofbers ; 
the Figure is impaired by Degrees ; and 
at Length, deſtroyed , altho', upon a nice 
Examination, in breaking the Fleece eſpe- 
cially, ſome Remains will be found, of 
Pitch- brands; and as to Tar-marks, though 
they are commonly reputed the more in- 
nocent of the Two, and are certainly the 
leaſt Conſpicuous, after a while; yet am I 
credibly. informed, that the ſame will not 
wholly wear out, from one Sheering to 
l | anorher, 


0903 
ariother, but that they adhere, to the laſt ; 
notwithftanding that, the. Colour fading, 
they cannot in proceſs of Time be readily 
diſtinguiſhed upon the Sheeps Back, from 
the other outſide Parts of the Fleece, which 
by the Weather and Soil together, are 8 
tarniſhed, more or leſs, | 


This being the Caſe, that nutnerous; 
uſeful Body of Graſiers particularly, who 
buy in- a large Share of their Sheep, from 
various Breeders, the Spring before, cannot 
poſſibly undertake, at Sheerrng, to clip out 
all the Pitch aad Tar-marks, which may 


have been put upon thoſe Sheep neceſſarily, 
ſome at one Time; ſome at another, juſt 
as Occaſion required, Conſequently, under 
the very hard Terms propoſed (/ike that of 
being obliged to make Brick without Straw ) 
Tukv, and others too, far from venturing 
to ſell their Produce, could not ſafely ex- 
poſe it to Sale; left there ſhould be eſpied 
upon it ſome Fragment of Pitch or Tar- 
mark, which (as very well it might) had 
eſcaped the Growers, or his Servants Notice. 

Now 
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| Now, altho' the Manufacturers intend not 
to carry Matters ſo far : Yet would they do 
well to conſider (or «at leaſt I hope others 
» will) that, as the Law cannot ect: fo. it 
ought not to 777077 Impoſſibilities. But ad- 
mitting it to be impoſſible without Diſpute, 
as in innumerable Inſtances of a lite Nature, 
I verily think it (and think alſo I have 
plainly ſhewn) for Growers /o per fecily to 
clip out a// Brands and Marks from the 
Fleece, as to warrant the fame thoroughly 

clean and neat, 7, e. wholly free from Pitch 


and Tar ; that Conſideration alone is a ſuf- 
ficient Objection ; although it were no Way _ 
improper, in another Regard already men- 

tioned, for every of them indiſgriminately 
(howſoever they obtain their Sheep) to do 
their utmoſt towards it: BEAUSE No Law, 
in ſuch Caſe, would be able to diſtinguiſh 
between a Perſon's uſing his 50% Endea- 
vours; or Jeſs ; or next to none at all: In 
ſhort, to fix any Medium, whereon to reſt its 
Sanctions, between doing, or not doing the 


the ſame Gs 
Mb 9, But 
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But, 2dly, although the Practice of Mark- 
ing and Branding with Pitch and Tar is an- 
tient; and they are cheap Materials; for 
the latter (ſo far as Growers are at preſent 
informed) peculiariy uſeful: Yet does it not 
follow, but that ſome other Ingredients 
might prove equally ſo, and not. alike 
chargeable with the two Inconveniences, 
of certain Maſte, and poſſible Damage. And 
as it does not appear that much Invention 
hath hitherto been employed that Way: Se 
it were to be wiſhed, that ſome Thought 
was taken towards finding out a Compoſition, ' 
which would anſwer the End of Piteh and 
Tar in Branding ; which would admit of a 
d:jiine? Impreſſion, or Figure, ſuch as to abide 
the Weather, and withal give Way to Soap 
in warm Water; fo as to be fully diſcharg- 
ed, without leaving any Stain, or other In- 
jury upon Wool, to affect Manufacture. 
This being once compaſſed, the Uſe of Pitch 
and Tor for that Purpoſe, might be obolly 
d. 4 by Law. 


But, as to effect ſo much (which I am 
willing to ops + is not impoſſible) may re- 


quire 
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quire ſome Time, and many Experiments; 
and as it would be an extreme Hardſhip, be- 
fore that is done, to lay the Growers under 
a Neceſſity of diſuſing what only, they know 
by Experience, does anſwer their Purpoſe : 
So, in the mean while, what Rules and 
Cautions in this Regard, Growers would be 
likely to obſerve, were they themſelves the 
Manufacturers of their own Wool: Trxose; 
could they be defined with any Exactneſs or 
Certainty, if good Policy did not, the Law 

might very well oblige them to. And al- 

though different Circumſtances require very 
different Meaſures of this Kind; yet am I 
perſwaded that, for the PF oa the main 
Grievances complained of, do by a very eaſy 
Regulation, admit of conſiderable general 
Redreſs, viz. 


1. By confining all Brands 7 the Buttocks 
or hinder Legs; 


2. By limiting thoſe Brands (on grown 
Sheep) to the Compaſs of Inches 
Diameter (on Lambs before Michaelmas ) 

to one Half, or at the * two Ti rd, of that 
Compaſe.. ; 

Ds 2. By 
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3. By inhibiting the Uſe of Pitch or Tar, 
en all other Marking thought proper to be put, 
on Sheep or Lambs, either ord. narily, or oc- 
cafronally. 


For this laſt (Markzng, as diſtinguiſhed 
from Branding) there is no Plea of Neceſſi- 
ty, to juſtify the Uſe of either Piteb or Tar ; 
ſeveral other more innocent Ingredients will, 
in all Regards, anſwer hat Purpoſe full as 
well, And whereas many, it 1s obſerved, 
(I had even faid, moſt Perſons, on Commons 
through aſtoniſhing Ignorance, or Careleſs- 
neſs, brand their Sheep on the Shoulder, 
Ribs, or Flank (any one of which is im- 
proper on a double * Account) ; all that, and 
conſequently what Manufacturers do with 
moſt Reaſon complain of, under this Head, 
will be avoided.F And whereas ſome Per- 

b ſons 
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* 1/2, Becauſe theſe are the beſt Parts of the Fleece: 
2d4ly, In the courſe of IMWinding, thoſe Parts are mu-h diſ- 
tended, and the Marking broke and ſeparated, as Manu- 
facturers truly complain. 

t Becauſe the Buttock or hinder Leg is not only one 
coarſeſt Part of every Fleece; but of ſome, which other- 


1411 
ſons (on Commons) not a few, indeed, make 
Uſe of larger Brands, than can be thought 
abſolutely neceſſary, this Impropriety alſo will 
be prevented. — Not that the ſame Di- 
menſions are ſufficient in every Place alike. 
For where * Sheep are apt to be ſcabbed, 
and to pluck their Wool, and leave it 
(through Poverty weak and looſe) on 
Hedges, Thickets, and Furz; there, a 


ſmall Brand will very often be too much 


disfigured, to anſwer 1 its End. 


— 


wiſe 6 are fine IWeal, + very coarſe ; 3 moreaver, a Brand 
there, is not liable, in winding, to be much, or ſcarce at all 


diſtended, or broke, and intermixed with other Parts of 


the Fleece. 
* Which i is the Caſe of all Commons. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


F, after having dwelt long upon the Ar- 
 ticle of Marking and Branding, I could 
not fee Reaſon to commend that Mea- 
fare, for preventing Abuſes and their conſe- 
quential Injuries, which the Manufacturers 
are eager to carve out for themſelves: Yet 
cannot they deny that the Regulations point- 
ed to, would afford them infallibly a very 
ſubſtantial Redreſs; ſuch as, I perſwade my- 
ſelf, impartial conſiderate Perſons, who have 
any Knowledge in this Way, will think 
might well enough content them; provided 
a reaſonable Security on this Head, is in 
Truth THEIR ſole Aim; and THEY/ are not 
complaining of one 7 bing only that is ſuffici- 
ently 
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_ ently ſpectous ; while, in Reality, 7 H E v 
have their Eye alſo upon another, not fo 
well to be avowed: To ſpeak plainly: Ir, be- 
ſides ſeeking Relief, THEY are not, over and 


above Zhat, intending Oppreſſion ; of which, 
from the Beginning, I was not without a 


Suſpicion, that, ſince my writing what has 
gone before, hath not been leſſened; but 
on the contrary, greatly increaſed. © And 
therefore, I think it incumbent on me to ex- 
amine more narrowly than I have yet done, 
that primary Potion of THEIRS, which is 
made the Foundation and Chief Corner 
Stone of a dark under-ground Contrivance, as 
: conceive. Which Poſition is, That the 

* Growers repeat their - Branding, ONLY 
ce TO INCREASE THE WEIGHT OP THE 
«© FLEECE; and for N OTHER REASON,” 


They A in ſhort, Nee the whole 
Body of Graſiers and Farmers throughout 
the Kingdom, or at leaſt the Bulk of them, 
as conſpiring moſt uniformly, within /even or 


_ eight Years laſt paſt, to beſlow a DOU BLE 


PorTIon of Pitch and Tar, upon their 
Sheep, as well in Paſtures, as on Commons 3 
| for 


— — — 


[ul 
for the Sake of Selling the ſame, as Wool; 


and by Reaſon of its latterly advanced Price. 
This THEY have affirmed to be THE TRUE 
STATE OF THEIR CASE. And an united 
| Cry, to that Effet, from ſeveral Clothing 
Counties, has been obtruded upon the Pub- 
lic, for an indubitable Teſtimony. 


Now an united Cry, in the Name of 
Moolen Manufacturers, is a particular Kind 
of Currency, that, with me (who have had 
the diſproving of many ſuch) will not always 
paſs for Sterling Truth I have indeed 
hitherto only undertook to anſwer, as to. 
the Point in Queſtion, for Lincolnſhire and: - - 
poſitively, for only the Paſiure Mool there 
grown, that, fo far this THEIR State of the 
Caſe is dor TRUE. And thus much I do 
again affirm ; and that the ſame might be 
proved inconteſtably ; as alſo, that the A- 
mount of {ſuch Wool, a large Part of it, 
without any Pitch or Tar Marks, the reſt 
with very little, and that applied chiefly at 
the Sheering 55 is MANY THOUSAND 
Packs a Year. But, moreover, in Regard 
to the Fens and other Commons of Lincoln- 
* ; conſidering that if the Manufacturers 
moſt 


_ 


„„ i 
moſt grievous Charge was true, it muſt be 
1o in one of theſe 7wvo Reſpects, v2. Either, 
Firſt, becauſe the Growers had, within ſever 
or eight Years paſt, fallen generally into a 
Method of Branding offener, that is, at more 
Times, in the Space of a Year, than before, 
they had been accuſtomed to do: Ox, 2dly, 
had, within that Period, provided thenifclves 
generally, with new Inſtruments for Brand- 
ing; and zhoſe conſiderably larger than their 
ola Ones; neither of which, after ſuch In- 
quiry as I have been able to make, appear- 


ing to be Fa: I thence conclude, with 5 


Regard to Lincolnſbire, that theſe Things 
ARE NOT 80 — And, conſidering the Mat- 
ter ſtill further, am of Opinion, they are NO 
WHERE, credible. 


Herein, I govern myſelf by he Nature 
of the Thing (which is a pretty certain Guide) 
ſeeing that Growers cannot rationally pro- 
poſe to themſelves any Advantage, to make 
it worth their doing; as will be thus evident. 
Where, of all Places, Branding i is moſt fre- 
quent; that is, repeated mojt often, the Me- 
thod, ſo far as I can learn, is three Times a- 


Year ; ; vis. I, at Sbeering; . about the 
| Month 
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Month of a or November; 3. in 
or about the Month of April. And, of theſe, 


the irt (1 am credibly informed, nay have 
been convinced in ſome Meaſure by my 


own Eyes) diſappears to all common out- 
ward Obſervance, before the next Sheer- 
ing, as if it had never been; and the 14 
only is diſcernible enough at Sheering, to be 
certainly clipped out ; or which (whatever 
Waſte each may occafion) can give any ſig- 
nificant Weight to the Fleece ; whereof, even 

that alſo will have loſt ſomething. 


To compute then; the Price of A Son: 
F Pitch (which ſuffices, at once, for Brand- 
ing many Sheep) is 15. 4 d. This multi- 
plied by 3, makes Four Shillings. — But, for 
every Stone thus ſpent, I am further told, 
there is nothing near that Weight added to 
the Fleece, even in the firſt Inſtance ; be- 
cauſe, not only in the Apparatus a Share e- 
vaporates in a very thick Smoke : but ano- 
ther, till larger, i is continually loſt upon the 
Ground between the Furnace and every in- 
dividual Sheep 70 be branded. Beſides, a 
Multitude of Growers branding only once ; 
VIZ, at Sheering : Others, not A few, — 


Fevice 
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fwice (and the laſt of thoſe tπ]ww Times in or 
about November) I am, from all theſe Con- 
ſiderations put together, morally convinced, 
that upon an Average, (let Perſons brand 
how they will, in all the ſeveral Methods 
mentioned ; that is, in a greater or a leſſer 
Degree ; provided they do it each Time 
in the ſame Degree) Every Stone Weight 
added ultimately, (7. e. to the Fleece in the 
Scale,) by Means of Pitch Brands, does not 
ſtand the Farmers in leſs than Five Shillings 
(to ſpeak within Compaſs) over and above 
their Labour in putting it on; leaving which 
las it is ordinarily done) to be computed at 
Diſcretion, I ſubmit the Growers Profit in 
like Manner ; and, remembering that the 
moſt Branding is always to be found upon 
the /oweſt priced Wool, if this ſhall be thought 
Nothing; or not any Thing conſiderable ; 
I ſubmit it to be judged ſtill further, what 
can be the Share of that Profit ariſing to any 
one Perſon from the advanced. Price of 


WOOL ? which is the ſuppoſed ſcle In- 
ducement. And, if his, at laſt, be found 


inconſiderably ſmall, whether very groſs 
Practices are likely to prevail commonly and 


generaliy, for very little Ends. —— I go ſtill 
farther, 


| (EFT | 
farther, and ſay : was it true, as repreſented, 
that Growers did, at any Time, or Times, 
repeat Branding without Occaſion, and for 
No OTHER REASON, than to zncreaſe the 
Weight of the Fleece to the Buyer ; even that 
would anſwer NO END AT ALL; becauſe 
it being (I inſiſt upon it) oNLY on Commons 
and common Fens, where Branding is uſed 
to any ſuch Degree, as can give the leaſt 
Colour for an Accuſation of this Kind : Con- 
ſequently, if that Accuſation is true, the 
reſpective Owners there, muſt have the ex-- 
traordinary Trouble of ſelecting their ſeveral 
Flocks promiſcuouſly depaſturing, far and 
widely diſperſed among many others, pUR- 
POSELY, and for No OTHER REASON ; at 
an Expence of Time and Labour, which 
the zncreaſed Weight of Wool, by Means 
of Pitch Brands, in ſome Inſtances, would 
net compenſate ; in others, would afford very 
little Gain; not much, in any; the neceſſa- 
ry Time and Labour in ſuch Caſe being 
(the Country Men tell us) more than either 
Gentlemen or Traders, are perhaps aware of ; 
notwithſtanding that there are thoſe, of 
BoTH, who have treated this Point, as if 
Farmers (who have always Buſineſs enough 
X upon 
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upon their Hands) made no Account of 
their Time ; or, for Want of honeſt uſeful 
Employment, were apt, at certain Intervals of 
Leiſure, to ſet themſelves, unneceſſarily, unjuſt- 
Jy, and fooliſhly, to the earning of a Penny (as 
they might think) BY BRANDING THEIR 
SHEEP — A Charge too heavy and peneral ; 
too ridiculous indeed to be credited! the 
Folly of it eſpecially conſidered ; fince it is 
a known Truth, that on Account of Waſte, 
occaſioned by Piteb and Tar Brands, ſome 
Abatements are made every where, in the 
Price of Wool, ſo far as the fame is diſco- 
verable (and it is a Matter not to be conceal- 
ed); and this Abatement, in the Fens par- 
ticularly, is eſtimated, for the moſt Part, ar 
about Three Shillings per Todd ; of which 
I could give a very pregnant Proof, from 
the Mouth of a Manufacturer, were that 
neceſſary, as I think it is not; the Thing in 
general being ſufficiently. notorions. This, 
its true, is a conſiderable Difference per 
Pack ; not to be compenſated by the ſup- 
poſed increaſed Weight, according to the 
higheſt Computation of Manufacturers. Yet 
the Waſte and Trouble extraordinary in 


ſearching and cleanſing this, beyond other 
Wool 
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Wool of the ſame Quality are, I conceive, 
what makes that Difference; and which the 
reſpective Growers, no Doubt, would glad- 
ly avoid, if poſſible. But Perſons who will 
adventure their Money in flocking the Fens, 
muſt endure all the Inconveniences attend- 
ing it. And the much cheaper keeping 
there, than in Paſtures, of ſar worſe Land, 
enables them to bear the ſame, and be 
Gainers alſo. 


If the Method of computing I have here 
uſed, ſhall be thought too precarious, to o- 
verturn a Poſition ſeemingly avouched from 


many Quarters, let the Truth of that Poſi- 
tion be tried in another Way, as follows: 


Have the Marking and Brands on Sheep 
been generally increaſed ? and with the fingle 
Intention of felling Pitch and Tar (much 
cheaper Commodities ) as Wool ? In that 

Caſe, we ſhould, methinks, find Sheep to 
have been generally, or for the moſt Part, 
branded, rather ſome little Time before 
Sheering, than immediately after ; becauſe, 
that done a little before, would add ſome 
Weight to the F leece ; that, immediately af- 


ter, 
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ter, next to none at all, But as the werner $ is 


rarely ſo, I venture to think it ſcarce ever 


practiſed, without ſome other very _ | 
Reaſon to be aſſigned for 1 it. 


3 


Again, granting this celebrated Poſition to 


be true, it would be natural to find the great- 


eſt Increaſe of Marking upon Wool of the 
higheſt Price, as that would be ſelling Pitch 
and Tar for the mo/? Money. But this hath 
not been ſaid. And if it had, tis what almoſt | 

every Perſon would have been able to con- 

tradict. It being therefore certain, that the 
Wool moſt incumbered with Pitch and Tar 
is of the loweſt Price; either it is ſo en- 
cumbered for a. different Reaſon, than that 
of increaſing the Weight ; or it is of the low- 


eſt Price, ſor the Reaſon of its being ſo in- 


cumbered — So that in the one Caſe is 
wanting the Intention; in the other, the 


Gain alledged. 


But though 9 by the Pact ) the 
moſt Waſte from Pitch and Tar is not ſaid to 
be found in the beſt or higheſt priced Wool 
Yet hath the Increaſe thereof been charged 
to be in the ſame Proportion on the higheſt, _ 
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E 
as on the loweſt, vig. Twice the Quantity of 
what was ufual before the late advanced 
Price of it. And the ſame hath been made 
to be all along; z. e. both before the 
fuppoſed Increaſe, and ſince, about Half as 
much in Paſtures, as on Commons. And 
why Half? Becauſe, I ſuppofe, of Paſture 
Sheep, they reckon, on a Medium, but Half 
the Number of Fleeces to a Pack, as from 
Sheep on Commons. Be it ſo. If then Half 
the Quantity of Pitch and Tar is found in 
Paſture, as on Common Wool ; thence it will 
follow that Sheep in Paſtures, both before 
and fince the pretended general Increaſe of 
Pitch and Tar Marks, have been uſually 
marked and branded full as much, and often, 
as thoſe on Commons, The contrary where- 
of 1 dare aver to be notorious ; inſomuch 
that upon ſecond Thoughts, this Part of the 
Charge will not be maintained, but retract- 
ed. For Paſture Sheep probably never were, 
in this Century at leaſt, certainly have not 
been branded in the ſame Degree with thoſe 
on Commons. And, moreover, the Variation 
latterly, in that Reſpect hath been, from 
more to leſs, and to none at all; not e contra. 


So much at leaſt I can affirm ſor Lincolnſhire, 
without 
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without Partiality, both from the common 
Voice of the People (as well before as ſince 
it became a Matter in Queſtion) and of my 
own Remembrance and Obſervation. 


| Upon the Whole then, I think it de- 
monſtrably evident, that in the general, no- 
thing of what is alledged on this Head, by 
the Manufacturers, can be the Intention of 
the Bulk at leaſt of Wool Growers ; and 
that, nean as thoſe are willing to have them 
accounted, they are not, cannot be ſo egre- 
giouſſy Ally, as with greater Aſſurance, I 
think, than Wiſdom, THEY have repreſent- 
ed chem. | 


And what follows from all this? onLy, 
in my Opinion, that the Complainants 
| bave laid their Declaration wrong; and 
| inſtead of their unjuſt Calumny (I am free 
to call it ſuch, conſidering how it has been 
worded) ſhould have ſaid that Growers 
© branding too frequently in a Way to 
e pleaſe themſelves : that is, on improper 
« Parts of the Fleece, without regarding 
“ Conſequences to Manufacturers, 1 HEN 
* by Means thereof, and the Careleſſneſs of 
5 E their 
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ce their can Servants, were liable to, and 
« did ſometimes ſuffer Damage in their 
« Goods,” Thus much I am ſenſible is 
true; and, in the main, I verily believe, 
THE WHOLE TRUTH, But, 1F Nor, it 
is no neceſſary Conſequence, that, for Grow- 
ers to clip out ALL Pitch or Tar, is the 
proper Remedy: On, that the alternative 
Expedients, I have mentioned, are not ade- 
quate to the Evils e ef. 


I ſhall 1 FT Part then, with 
proteſting, that ſo far as my little Judg- 
ment tells me, the Nemands of Manufactu- 
rers, as they have been ſpecified, touching 
Marks and Brands, are needleſs, unſa afe, and 
impracticuble; that the ſame paſſed into a 
Law, would be a Trap,and a Snare. to the 


Growers ; ex poſing them, on frivolous Pre- 
tences, to vexatious Proſecutions, without 


Number or End ; and that they would 


be a complete . upon all Buyers of 


Wool in the Fleece, to ſell again in like 


Manner (and are intended fo to le) and in 
all their Conſequences to Grafeer's and Far- 
mers, the greateſt Hardſhip that ever yet was 
| known to be im paid upon ff large 4 Body 


of 


- 


of honeſt Pains-taking, extremely uſeful, | 
though, many of them, comparatively, poor 
Perfons ; having nevertheleſs, one or other 
of them, a Landlord, in perhaps wy Mem- 
ber of each H—ſe of P- and in 
almoſt every Perſon of Diftinftim Wie Pro- 
ferty throughout the Kingdom beſides; who 
all deriving a Share of their Affluence and 
Splendour from the Sweat of the Country 
Man's Brow : As they have not failed in their 
other Diſtreſſes, to ſhew Bowels of Kindneſs 
and Compaſſion towards ſuch of them parti- 
cularly as were their immediate Vaſſals: 80 
it is to be hoped (this Matter being once 
well conſidered fury will unanimouſly 
reach forth their Hands to ſave, and protect 
them againſt the rapacious Attempts of their 
inveterate Antagoniſts for ſuch (notwith- 
ſtanding their Merit in other Regards) have 
Woolen Traders been to Wool Growers, for 
Ages, and Centuries; I mean (and I can 
prove it, have, indeed, elſtaubere) they 
have been continually endeavouring to 
graſþ the Wool of this Kingdom, upon 
their own terms altogether. And tho' they 
Have all along had the Artifice to give it out 
| (a on this — on particularly they affect to 
E 2 do) | 
= ; 
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do) that © the Intereſt of Manufacturers and 
* Growers are inſeparably connected); yet 
does that only remind me of the n 
homely but appoſite Proverb, viz. When the 
FOX preaches, GEESE beware | For fo 
far are the Intereſts of Growers and Wool- 
buyers, from being inſeparably connected 
throughout, that, in one very eſſential Point, 
(the Price) they ever were, and ever will 
be, unalterably divided. A Reaſon why the 
Legiſlature ſhould fix a wiſe and equitable _ 
Barrier between them, in that Reſpect, and 
be a conſtant Guard to defend the ſame. 
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And now I defire to obſerve, in the laſt 
Place, that though I have in my Title Page, 
and; all along made Uſe of the Word Manu- 

Facturer, in Compliance with the Common 
Form of Speaking upon this Occaſion; yet 
don't I eſteem them, ſo far Principals in the 
| Caſe, as that the Complaints exhibited, can 
properly be called heirs; much leſs (for 
their c Sakes) one Part of the Deſign 
couched under them. Conſequently, inſtead 
ol being (which they ſeem) Spontaneogs A- 
gents, I rather look upon them as {what they 
often have been) pratiiled upon by a, Claſs 
1 6 


3 „ 
of People called STAPLERS, who ras 


ther chuſe to rank along with them, than 

with Wool Growers, although they are equal- 
ly related to, and by their ſeparate Intereſt, 

* alike inclined to oppreſs both, 


Nevertheleſs, whenever meditating a Mo- 
NOPOLISH .JoBB for themſelves, they are 
ſure to throw out ſome alluring Bait that is 
readily ſwallowed by real Manufacturers: 
Thus have they frequently had the Addreſs, 
by engaging rbem, to avail themſelves of their 
Intereſt, and to paſs upon the Public for their 
Cauſe alone (whoſe c of all others i is the moſt 
popular) what᷑ in Truth had ſomething in it, 
not for their Advantage, but the Reverſe. 
| Accordingly, this preſent I hold to be a mixt 
Affair; neither entirely right, nor wholly | 
wrong ; and that the Grievances alledged, Fs 

are nec nhil, nec omnino. x 
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